
 

   

 Messenger The October 2014 

Williamsburg UMC Fine Arts Ministry Presents*: 

The Creator’s Kids: Artists in Training  
Information for 2014 - 2015 (Not just for kids!) 

Monthly Projects 
Sessions will be held every third Wednesday 

of the month from 5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. in 
Room 303.  Children from Kindergarten and 
above, youth and adults are welcome to partic-
ipate! 
 

October 15 - Poppy Coffee Filter/Canvas Art 

November 19 - Stained Glass Art  

December 17 - Nativity Silhouette 

January 21 - Canvas Board/Letter Mosaic 

February 18 - Kaleidoscope Painting 

March 18 - 3-D Art Canvas 

April 15 - Confetti Rain Canvas 

May 20 - Handprint Picture 

Art Show – Date and time TBA 

 

Individual Project 
Scripture Journaling 

“Homework" – Each student will keep a jour-
nal of scriptures they will receive for each ses-
sion.  The will paste their scripture in-
to their journal and take it 
home to add their own artistic 
interpretation of what it means 
to them.  They will use color, 
drawings, cut-outs, stickers, etc. 
to accent how it applies to their 
own life and the world around 
them.  They will share their pages 
when they bring the journal with 
them to the following sessions.  

For the Church/Program:  Group Projects 
Each session will also take a portion of the 

class to work on a group project together.  These 
will be fairly large pieces so that everyone can 
participate and add their creativity.  

Sept/Oct/Nov - Handprint Cross 

All students will contribute their handprints to 
make a beautiful representation of the Cross. 
 

Dec/Jan/Feb - Bottle Cap Picture 

We will work with a large foam board shape to 
create mosaic with plastic bottle caps to provide 
color and texture. 
 

March/April/May – Joint Canvas 

Each student will be given a section of a large 
canvas to paint a scene from the Bible or God’s 
Creation.  Together we will have one canvas 
demonstrating the things we have talked about 
through the year. 

*We are organizing a new Fine Arts ministry.  If you have expertise or an interest in any of the fine arts areas such as art, film, photography, 
theatre, dance, creative writing, etc. and would like to use your talent to glorify God, you are invited to contact Cindy Banek at the church. 
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Food for Thought 
By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

If someone were to ask me what is the mother of all biblical misrepresentations, what is the most misunder-
stood, misused, and misapplied verse in all of the Bible, I would have to say it comes from Jesus’ Sermon on the 
Mount: “Do not judge, so that you may not be judged.” (Matthew 7:1)  Of course, there are people who keep this 
verse on the end of their tongue.  They love to say at just the right time: “Judge not, that you be not judged.”  The 
misuse comes about when the person, in referencing it, actually declares a judgment on the person they feel is be-
ing judgmental.  Hypocrisy run amok! Someone will say, “You’re being judgmental. Jesus said don’t judge.”  And in 
their pronouncing a person as judgmental, they too have judged.  Additionally, you will notice as well that Jesus 
himself is passing judgment here on those who improperly judge.  Clearly this verse is fodder for misinterpretation.  
We have to understand what the word ‘judge’ means.  The word for judge is the Greek word krino, a word which 
has twelve different shades of meaning.  But here it means to condemn someone in a self-righteously critical fash-
ion. 

There is a difference between confronting a sin and condemning a sinner.  Not all judgment is wrong, and there 
is a way you can tell when you have crossed over the line from condemning a sin to condemning the sinner.  You 
can judge methods, but you cannot judge motives.  You can judge what a person does, but you cannot judge why 
a person does it.  Let me offer a few words of warning when it comes to judging. 

First of all, do you have all the facts?  After running a picture of new United States senators taking the oath of 
office, one local newspaper received a critical and sarcastic letter.  The writer complained, “The senator from Ha-
waii doesn’t know his right hand from his left.”  Senator Inouye of Hawaii took the oath with his left hand raised 
and not the right one.  But there was something the picture in the newspaper did not show, and the critical writer 
did not know.  After the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, Dan Inouye joined the army.  He fought in 
Italy and won the Distinguished Service Cross, the Bronze Star and the Purple Heart with clusters.  When he took 
the oath of office as a senator, he did it with his left hand raised instead of his right because he lost his right arm in 
the service of his country.  We could save ourselves a lot of embarrassment if we knew all the facts before we criti-
cized someone else.  We’ve all jumped to a hasty conclusion about someone, only to find out later we were dead 
wrong. 

There is another reason why we had better be careful how we judge others, and that is because we are all falli-
ble.  Jesus goes on to say in Matthew 7: “Why do you see the speck in your neighbor’s eye, but do not notice the 
log in your own eye?”  None of us are perfect.  No matter how much you think you know the heart of somebody 
else, you don’t even know your own heart.  As a matter of fact, you will find that oftentimes when people judge 
other people, what they are really doing is criticizing a fault they have themselves. We usually judge others to make 
ourselves feel better.  One who develops a judgmental attitude estranges himself from others, hinders the spirit of 
fellowship and creates a reaction of judgment in return. 

But are Christians never to make moral judgments about the behavior and values of others?  Are we never to 
raise an eyebrow in concern, a voice in protest?  If someone is stealing money from the offering plate or abusing 
children or spreading vicious rumors in the community, are we to look the other way, throw up our hands, and say, 
“It’s not my business to judge others?”  Absolutely not. In fact, later in the Gospel of Matthew Jesus describes a 
procedure for the church to follow in confronting wrongdoing (see Matthew 18:15-20). 

Jesus tells us in Matthew 7:5, “…first take the log out of your own 
eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your neigh-
bor’s eye.”  Jesus is warning that the very people who seem most ea-
ger to tell others what to do or not to do are the people who should 
take a long look in the mirror before they begin.  We are to first judge 
ourselves and find the correction which God’s grace can achieve, then 
we will be able to take the speck out of our neighbor’s eye.  Luke’s 
Gospel puts Jesus’ words “Do not judge…” right after the words, “Be 
merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” The refusal to be judgmental 
does not mean a refusal to be helpful. But helping one’s neighbor at 
their point of need must be done with a spirit of grace and under-
standing.  That’s food for thought!  
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Thoughts from Kay 
 

By Associate Pastor Kay Barré 

If someone dies, you call and bring a casserole.  If someone with 
cancer needs meals, you show up with salad and lasagna.  But what do you 
bring to someone who is coping with a psychological disorder?  Nothing of course.  
Unless you are very good friends indeed they might never mention that they are liv-
ing with depression, bipolar disorder, suffering from panic attacks, dealing with an eat-
ing disorder, being treated for schizophrenia or any other mental diagnosis.   In fact, in 
any given year over ten percent of the American population suffers from a mood disor-
der such as depression, almost twice as many are living with an anxiety disorder, and 
those two are only the “common cold” of mental illness.  In total, over a quarter of 
Americans are suffering from a diagnosable mental illness at any time, many of them 
going untreated and undiagnosed. 

Friends, we are the people of Christ’s church.  This is a place where we as disciples 
should seek to be authentically ourselves, engaging others with integrity and developing 
open, honest and trusting relationships.  If mental illness is going to be addressed and 
cared for in our society, we have to start in our faith communities with de-stigmatization.  
That means working to be people who know that God’s grace and love are for everyone, 
and that a mental illness is not more “bad” or “embarrassing” than a physical diagnosis.   
Jesus the healer commands us to love with all our hearts and minds and strength, and to 
do so we need to be people who are striving for kind hearts, strong faith, and also 
healthy minds.  Many psychological conditions require medical attention just as physical 
health conditions do. 

One of the wonderful things I have discovered during my tenure here at Williamsburg 
is our church relationship with Peninsula Pastoral Counseling Center.  We are a partner 
church of this inspiring not-for-profit organization, which serves all regardless of ability to 
pay. They serve our community by providing “professional counseling and consultation in 

a faith context”, and even offer discounts to church members who are referred by one 
of our pastors.   This is a fabulous resource for those who may be dealing with a men-
tal health issue and just aren’t sure where to turn.  Providing in-depth pastoral coun-
selling beyond what a local church offers, this type of counselling may be right for you 
if you desire mental, emotional and spiritual wellbeing, are needing healing in a rela-
tionship, need help managing anxiety or depression, or are seeking guidance in ad-
justing to major life changes such as divorce, retirement, job loss or grieving the loss 

of a loved one. 

As someone who has coped with both anxiety and depression at 
times, I am blessed to know that such resources are available in our communi-

ty to the many who need them.   As October 10 is World Mental 
Health Day, I hope that we can be a community of faith where the 
revelation, “I’m depressed” isn’t met with shocked silence or a side-

long glance, but brings a smiling faith friend to your door with a 
delicious casserole dinner.   
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Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
October 2014 – UMW Circle Meetings 

   Annual Spaghetti Dinner 
Friday, October 24 from 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 

 

The United Methodist Men will be selling tickets for this event following the 8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. ser-
vices on October 5, 12,  and 19.  Adult tickets are $10.00 each, and children under 12 are free.  We also 
will have quarts of our special-recipe spaghetti sauce available for purchase 
during the dinner.  All proceeds go to support the Harbour Scholarship Fund 
and other local programs.  In the last three years, UMM awarded more than 
$8,000 in Harbour Scholarships.  Plan to join us for a terrific meal and an op-
portunity for fellowship while helping to fund scholarships for divinity school 
students in our faith community.   Questions?   Call John Tressler (259-1193). 

Susanna Wesley 
Circle – Wednesday, 
October 1 at 10:00 

a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  The speaker will be Rev. 
Vince Sutlive who will share a Communion Service 
from the 1934 Hymnal, Methodist Episcopal South. 
 

Olive Casey Circle – Monday, October 6 at 9:30 
a.m. in the church den.  The program will be about 
the Heritage Humane Society. 
 

Clarke/Heritage Circle – Tuesday, October 7 at 
9:45 a.m. in Room 309.   Mr. Bill Massey from the 
Peninsula Agency on Aging will be the guest speak-
er.  A bag luncheon will follow the meeting. 
 

Jean Craig Circle – Tuesday, October 7 at 1:30 
p.m. at the Chambrel Activities Room.   The pro-
gram will be “How Well Do You Know Your Bible?” 
 

Friendship Circle – Monday, October 13 at 10:30 
a.m. in the church den.  The program will be put-
ting together School kits with bags made by mem-
bers.   
 

Carol Scott Circle – Tuesday, October 14 at 1:00 
p.m. in the church den.   Helen Casey-Rutland, Min-
ister of Congregational Care, will be the guest 
speaker. 

Sisters in Faith Circle – Tuesday, October 14 at 
7:00 p.m. in Room 309.   Our program will be pre-
sented by Karen McPherson.  She is giving a 
presentation about the Chautauqua Institute.  This 
Institute is located on the Chautauqua Lake in 
Southwestern, NY.  This promises to be a fascinat-
ing and informative program.  Karen attended the 
Institute just this past summer. 
 

Williamsburg Landing Circle – Tuesday, October 
21 at 10:30 a.m. at the Williamsburg Landing Main 
Building in Auditorium (on the kitchen side).   
 
 

Important Dates to Remember 
 

UMW York River District Annual Meeting 
Saturday, October 4 from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

in Fellowship Hall. 
 

UMW Service of Prayer and Self-Denial 
Saturday, October 18 at 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship 

Hall. 
 

UMW Executive Meeting 
Monday, October 27 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 309. 
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Prayer and Self-Denial  
 

All women are welcome to a service of Prayer and Self-Denial on Saturday, October 
18 at 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Rev. Laurie Gates-Ward will be the guest 
speaker.  The offering will be used to help sustain and increase our mission  

projects.  Lunch will follow. 

UMW Reading Program 
Fall is a great time to join or rejoin the UMW Reading Program!  You need not be a member of the Book 

Club to participate in the Reading Program, but we welcome anyone who’d like to join us in the Book Club.  
September starts the new 2015 program year.  For those who’ve never participated in this program before, it 
is a chance to read some of the wonderful and inspiring books in our church library. The UMW Reading Pro-
gram allows for both independent reading or joining other readers in our Book Club.  Books are marked by 
color-coded category and are found all together on dedicated shelves of our church library.  There is literally 
a treasure trove of wonderful books to be discovered. 

The next meeting of the Book Club will be Monday, October 13 at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Carol 
Brinkley (207 Old Cart Road in the Powhatan Secondary subdivision).  We will be reading When Christians 
Get it Wrong by Adam Hamilton (Spiritual Growth category).  Other books we will be reading this fall in-
clude Asylum Denied by David Nagaruri Kenney & Philip G. Schrag (Nurturing for Community category) for 
November and How Coffee Saved My Life and Other Stories of Stumbling to Grace by Ellie Roscher 
(Education for Mission category) for December.  

Please contact Carol Brinkley (258-0617) for more information. 
 

Happy reading! 
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“The Power of Hope & Personhood in 
Dementia Care”  

 

Monday, October 27 at Williamsburg United Methodist Church 
 

 1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. – Session for Health Care Professionals  

 3:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. – Session for Families, Volunteers, Stephens Ministers  

and others with an interest in improving the lives of those with dementia.  

 Reception to follow.  

Please join us for a presentation by Dr. Constantine Lyketsos, MD, FAPM, DFAPA, the Director of The 
Johns Hopkins Memory and Alzheimer’s Treatment Center.  Dr. Lyketsos emphasizes the importance of family 
and views the whole family as the patient when treating dementia patients.  His person-centered approach 
focuses on preserving the person “inside” and valuing the personhood of dementia patients.  

His presentation will cover the latest in drug research, current behavioral approaches, the family-focus 
approach to treatment, and will bring to Williamsburg an international snapshot of the latest in Alzheimer's 
research.  This is open to the entire Williamsburg community.  Please help spread the word! 

The presentation is free but registration is required.   

To register, visit the website http://www.seniorservicescoalition.com/events_002.html or call 
the Senior Services Coalition (585-2710).  

 Ten (10) Respite Care seats are available at Respite Care of Williamsburg United Methodist Church 

during the 3:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. session for families.  Pre-registration is required by 10/17/14.  Con-
tact Carolyn Yowell (229-1771 ext 354) for more information and to register for respite care.  

 Certificates of Participation will be provided to health care professionals.  

Sponsored by:  Senior Services Coalition, The Johns Hopkins Memory and Alzheimer’s Treatment Cen-
ter, Riverside Center for Excellence in Aging and Lifelong Health, Respite Care of WUMC, and the Alzheimer’s 
Association.  

Join us as we walk to transform our world! 
More than 5 million Americans are living with Alzheimer's disease.  Women 

are at the epicenter of the Alzheimer’s crisis.  Nearly two-thirds of those with Alz-
heimer's disease are women, and more than 3 in 4 unpaid Alzheimer’s caregivers 
are women.  

The Respite Care Center and Williamsburg UMC have joined together 
to form a team that will participate in the 2014 Walk to End Alzhei-

mer's!  This year’s walk will take place on Saturday, October 25 at 10:00 a.m. at Matthew Whaley Elemen-
tary School.  To join our team (Respite Care at Williamsburg United Methodist Church), make a donation, 
or get more information, contact team captain, Barbara Monteith, at bgmonteith@verizon.net  or ( 812
-0638). 

http://www.seniorservicescoalition.com/events_002.html
mailto:bgmonteith@verizon.net


 

 7 

Community Café Williamsburg 
 

Are you 60 or better?  Get ready for fun, information, and some light hearted enter-
tainment!  The Faith Community and the Senior Services Coalition are sponsoring an 
afternoon out.  Bring your friends in the Williamsburg Community, or make new ones.   
Join us for a short panel discussion, question and answer period, snacks, entertainment 
and prizes every first Thursday. 

Who: Free and open to Williamsburg community residents 60 or better.  Care-
givers are welcome.         

 What: October — Advocating for Yourself in the Health Field   

 When to call a healthcare provider (doctor, nurse practitioner,  

physicians assistant, etc.) 

 How to talk to your healthcare provider in 5-15 minutes 

 What info is important to share with your provider 

 Safely using over-the-counter meds and supplements 

 The Parish nurse or pastoral care program 

 And more! 

 When: Thursday, October 2, 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

 Where: St. Martin’s Episcopal Church (Miles Hall) 
1333 Jamestown Road 
(757) 229-1111 ext 107 

 Why: Because staying involved and physically active are good  
for the body and soul! 

Carrie and Fred Volkman have been named Honorary Chairs of 
Respite’s 2014 Benefit Lunch catered by Carrabba’s, to be held October 
8 at WUMC. This fitting tribute recognizes a couple who have dedicated 
themselves to Respite’s ministry. Carrie served 11 years as a weekly 
volunteer, assisting and engaging with our members.  Fred served four 
years as a board member, initiated the Benefit Lunch with Carrabba’s, 
and has volunteered weekly since 2013.  While they are moving out of 
the area, their legacy will remain at Respite Care of WUMC.   

Tickets for the event are $18 and can be purchased from Respite 
board members or Carolyn Yowell.  

Fred & Carrie Volkman named  
Honorary Chairs of Respite Event 
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If you ever have a moment, stop 
by our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out about 
all the ministries and other activities that you 
or your family may be interested in joining!!  
We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about something 
you see on our website, contact the church 
office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? 

Annual Coat Drive for 
Head Start 

  

September 28 – October 26 
 

Fall is coming, ready or not!  And our children 
will soon need nice warm coats to wear to school.  
We are collecting new coats for the children that 
attend the Head Start program in the Historic Trian-
gle Community Center on Waller Mill Road.  This 
year there are 147 children in their Head Start pro-
gram.  The aim is to prepare little ones for entry 
into kindergarten.  The children are 3 to 5 years old.  
We need coats for both girls and boys, sizes 4, 5, 6, 
6x, and 7.  Please place 
them in the bins in the 
reception area.  Nothin’ 
says lovin’ like a nice 
warm coat! 
 

Your Local Outreach 

Team 

Giving unstintingly to others 

Engaging in the life of our community 

Needing reminders that we are blessed 

beyond measure 

Encouraging children to succeed in school 

Remembering that we are called by our 

church to offer our prayers and gifts 

Obeying God’s mandate to care for each 

other 

Understanding that not every family is 

self-sufficient at times 

Supporting the important influence of 

school on children’s lives 
 

If there were a picture in the dictionary to illus-
trate the word “generous”, it would show the people 
of Williamsburg United Methodist Church!  All of the 
school supplies contributed this summer have been 
delivered to Head Start, Social Services, Erase the 
Need, Matthew Whaley Elementary School and 
Berkeley Middle School in bulk for distribution over 
the school year.  In addition, 56 children in High-
land Park, pre-kindergarten through 12th grade, re-
ceived custom backpacks outfitted specifically for 
the requirements of their school and grade.  You 
made all of this possible through your donations 
which converted Sunday School Room 301 into a 
mini-Walmart!  Supplies range from thousands of 
wooden pencils to binders of all sizes to flash drives 
and ear buds needed for the technology in today’s 
schools.  On behalf of all the children, their parents 
and guardians, and their teachers, we pass along 
their thanks to you. 
 

Your Local Outreach Team  

On Behalf of the School 
Children, We Thank You! 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org
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Wings of Caring  
United Methodist Aviation Ministry  

 

In July, Williamsburg UMC began a covenant relationship with pilot/
mechanic Jacques Umembudi as he serves with the Wings of Caring in Cen-
tral Congo.  This United Methodist Aviation Ministry transports ill and injured 
persons from remote areas to cities for medical care.  They also deliver need-
ed medications to remote areas.  Transportation is a critical issue in the Con-
go as there are only 800 miles of road, all in very bad condition.  During the 
rainy season, the roads are totally impassable. 

Within the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the Methodist mission has four 
airplanes.  Pilots must have expertise in flying the planes and making re-

pairs.  A serious issue for this ministry is the availability of aviation fuel.  Pilots must fly to Zambia and then 
transport the fuel in 55 gallon drums on the return trip to the Congo. 

As in the United States, United Methodists in the Congo are led by District Superintendents (DS).  Every 
DS has an amateur radio.  In times of emergency, the people in the villages contact the DS who then con-
tacts the mission pilots by radio.  Flights may be the delivery of medicine or 
emergency transport of injured or ill persons to the hospital.   

Wings of Caring reaches out to anyone who calls for help and does not 
refuse transport to non-United Methodists, non-Christians or Muslims.  This 
ministry is having an impact on all people served, reaching the unreached 
and sharing God’s love. 

Food Packaging Event . . . 
  

On November 8 in Fellowship Hall from 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 
p.m. over 100 volunteers will assemble packages of rice, soy, dehydrat-
ed vegetables, flavoring, vitamins and minerals.  This food will be sent 
around the world for crisis relief and to feed hungry children.  Our goal is 
to package 40,000 meals in 4 hours!  Bring the entire family.  Work will 
be done in assembly lines; the perfect job can be found for every age 
volunteer.  Volunteer sign-up sheets will be available in Sunday School 
classes and at the Crossroads table.  You may also call the church office 
(229-1771). 

Be with us for a fun and rewarding day as we join in the fight against 
world hunger.  This event is made possible in part by funding provided 
by the WUMC Endowment. 
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Blank Screen-itis 
 

As Van Morrison once said, “There’ll be days like this.”  I’m 
staring at a blank screen, crying out for inspiration.  I’ve spent a lot 
of time these last few months thinking and praying, playing with 
words, seeking inspiration.  I need a vision, a mission statement, to 
act as my yardstick in ministry.  The exact order may change, but 
the bones of it for my time here looks like “Connecting with God, 
Connecting with Others, Connecting Others with God”.  

Every event, every Bible study, every worship time, every car wash, every mission trip, every social 
everything I do will now be measured against that – how is what we’re doing measuring up against 
that?  Which one of those three criteria is in play?  If that activity doesn’t meet at least one of those 
criteria, we shouldn’t be doing it.  The aim is often two and ideally all three at the same time.  

Equally, I need to make sure there is a balance; if everything we do is about connecting with oth-
ers, the fellowship side of being a disciple of Jesus, then we get nowhere in our faith.  If all we do is 
pray, we’re not meeting up with other people.  And we can’t effectively connect other people with God 
if we don’t pray for them and spend time with them.  

Bishop Cho’s sermon on September 14 was a timely reminder for me.  Just when I think I have a 
“vision” sorted it can be very tempting to ease off on the prayer.  But no, I, we, need to pray all the 
harder. We’re seeing answers, too.  Numbers are growing (we had almost 2 dozen different teenagers 
across youth worship and youth group yesterday), faith is deepening, Confirmation will be happening 
next spring and two mission trips are planned for next summer.  

A blank screen?  It won’t stay blank for very long if we listen to God.  But now that the youth pro-
gram screen is filling up, it’s even more important you pray for us.  Ask me for some prayer pointers, or 
better still, join me in the youth center any Monday morning at 7:00 a.m.  I’ll buy you breakfast after-
wards.  

 

Andy Glascott 

Do you have an 
article for the 
Newsletter? 

 

If you would like to submit an 
article for publication in the Mes-

senger, the deadline for submittals is the 15th of the 
month.  Articles submitted should be typed or neatly 
printed, limited to a 1/2 page in length and are sub-
ject to editing for grammar, spelling and content.  
Please submit by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 
lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.   

Questions?  Please e-mail Lianne or call (229-
1771). 

Silver Saints Luncheon 
Silver Saints (50-plus) will meet on Wednesday, 

October 15 (please note the date change) at noon 
in Fellowship Hall. 

Author, Lynn Ellis will discuss her book, The 
Humanity of Medicine:  The Story of Mark El-
lis , M.D. 

Please bring a dish 
to share, a $2.00 dona-
tion for the chicken and 
a non-perishable food 
items for FISH.  All are 
welcome!  Call Art & 
Loretta Heezen (565-
2518) for questions. 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org
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Scouting News 
In August, Troop 103 sent two crews of Boy Scouts to the Great Northwoods High 

Adventure Camp in northern Minnesota.  The adult and scout members on the trip had 
an opportunity to explore pristine lakes, meandering rivers, dense forests and wetlands 
in one of the last great wildernesses on the continent. 

Also in August, Troop 103 was invited to participate in Williamsburg's National Night 
Out, a national police awareness event.  The event is intended to foster awareness about 
police programs, such as drug prevention, town and neighborhood watch, anti-crime ef-
forts and police protection and safety. 

Please keep in mind that scouts working for the Eagle award must undertake and 
complete a significant community project.  You can contact Bob Spencer, Scouting Coordinator for Williams-
burg UMC, with any suggestions.  

A Sea Scout Post for young men and women also meets at Williamsburg UMC.  During the second week 
of September, the Post attended the Davy Jones Rendezvous on the shores of High Rock Lake near Lexing-
ton, North Carolina. Approximately 100 Sea Scouts from Maryland to Georgia attended this event. 

Sea Scouting is a part of the Boy Scouts for boys and girls between the ages of 13 and 21.  The mission 
of Sea Scouting is to prepare young people to make ethical decisions throughout their lifetimes according to 
the Scout Oath and Law.  If you are or someone you know is interested in learning 
the art of sailing and enjoying the adventures of Sea Scouting, please contact Rick 
Hillyer at richard.hillyer@cox.net. 

Cub Pack 103 is a very involved Cub Scout organization with more than 80 boys 
participating in the Pack.  The Cub Scouts will be selling popcorn in the Church 
atrium on Sunday, October 5 and 12.  From time to time, one or more of the 
Webelos Dens may be looking for a project, perhaps at our church.  The Pack is still 
accepting registrations for the Cub program. 

 

Bob Spencer 

Stephen Ministry 
Stephen Ministers are members of our congre-

gation who receive special training to provide one-
to-one Christian care to people in our congregation 

and community who are experienc-
ing grief, loneliness, divorce, hospi-
talization, disability, job loss, and 
many other life difficulties.  To 
learn how to become--or receive 
care from--a Stephen Minister, talk 
to a pastor or a Stephen Leader. 

Thank You 
Thank you each and everyone for all the food, care, 

emails, concerns, visits, hugs, phone calls, cards, 
love and support these last few months. 

 

Phyllis Putnam  

mailto:richard.hillyer@cox.net
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Sunday School  
 

The World Religions Sunday School Class is hosting a four-week Study of Methodism, beginning on 
October 5.  We will be meeting in the Fellowship Hall during the regular Sunday School hour.  Our study will 
be led by a team including Bill Jones, Pete Weaver and Charles Swadley.  All are welcome to attend.  This is a 
wonderful opportunity to gain a greater understanding of our faith.   

Questions?  Contact Charles Swadley (804) 502-3392. 

Since September 1989, Early Childhood Music 
School has been humming along at Williamsburg 
UMC.  What a privilege it has been to be a ministry 
of the WUMC community for twenty-five years!   
WUMC takes its mission of bringing Christ to the 
world seriously, and as part of this community, we 
hope that we contribute to that mission by making 
quality music education a reality for the children of 
greater Williamsburg. 

Scripture, preaching and music are the founda-
tions of Christian worship.  When we teach our chil-
dren music fundamentals, it enables them to partici-
pate in worship at a deep level and to even become 
worship leaders, participating in choirs by singing, 
ringing, and accompanying.  Music is the source of 
much of a child’s early connection to the Christian 
tradition.  It is our privilege to provide that spark to 
some 430 children this year.   

ECMS is very fortunate that much of our work is 
funded through tuition.  We are also fortunate that, 

for those unable to pay for 
classes, scholarships are 
available.  In addition, we 

have an outreach program (Project Outreach) to the 
public schools to provide music education to the 
Head Start and Bright Beginnings students.  
Through generous donations from the church’s Lo-
cal Outreach and Endowment Funds and from vari-
ous donors, grants and fundraising events, we were 
able to cover the entirety of this outreach mission 
for 2014.   

In the coming years, and as funding is available, 
we plan to increase our outreach to as many chil-
dren in Williamsburg as possible.  Children are the 
future citizens of our community, and our mission of 
“music education for all God’s children” not only en-
hances their present experience but has a positive 
impact on their future.    

Being able to use the facilities at WUMC is a 
blessing and one we do not take lightly.  The ample 
space is perfect for our needs, and the support of 
facility management is outstanding.  We will contin-
ue to take meticulous care of our space and, when 
we can, we are committed to 
improving it.    

Early Childhood Music School News 
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10.  Children/Youth choirs are the best way to grow 
adult choirs. 

 

9.  There’s hardly ever any homework. 
 

8.  Learning songs of the faith gets the precepts 
and scripture lessons into your hearts and 
minds, and they stay with you a lifetime. 

 

7.  It’s FREE voice and music lessons. 
 

6.  Singing in worship is a great way for young peo-
ple to be worship leaders and to use their tal-
ents in service to the Lord.  It deepens their 
connection to the church.   

 

5.  It develops self-discipline and teamwork, no one 
“sits on the bench,” and there’s  practically no 
chance of sustaining an injury. 

 

4.  It has been proven that music instruction is ben-
eficial to children socially, academically and in 
other ways. 

 

3.  Pastors, parents, and parishioners love to hear 
young folks sing in worship and feel blessed by 
the messages they share through their music. 

 

2.  Being in choir is FUN!  We have choir parties 
and activities, share a special bond through 
Christian fellowship, and just have a good time 
making beautiful music! 

 

1.  “…for the Bible tells me so.”  The Psalms exhort 
us to “make a joyful noise unto the Lord:  Come 
into God’s presence with singing.”   

 
And that’s what we do in choir. 

Carol Choir 

4-year-olds, Kindergarten and 1st grade 

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. - 10:50 a.m. in Room 201 

These little ones learn lots of fun songs of faith.  
They may sing in church sometimes, depending on 

their interest and readiness. 
 

Wesley Choir 

Grades 2-5 

Thursdays, 5:00 p.m. - 5:45 p.m. in Room 173 

These choristers will learn special music to present 
in church about six times per year.  The children will 
also be instructed in basic music reading skills and 

proper choral and vocal techniques. 
 

Canticles of Praise 

Grades 6-12  

Sundays, 4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. in Room 173   

This group will learn more advanced anthems,  
usually two- and three-part music, to sing in  

worship several times per year.  They will continue 
to improve their music reading ability and vocal  

production. 
 

Joyful Noise Ringers 

Grades 2-5 

Thursdays, 6:00 p.m. - 6:45 p.m. in Room 112   

Space is limited to 10 ringers with preference given 
to older students.  These children will learn basic 

music reading skills and correct bell ringing  
techniques, and will ring in church about four times 

per year. 

Top 10 Reasons to Join 
a Children or Youth 

Choir 

Children / Youth Choir 
Information   

Choir practice has begun for all of these groups, 
but it’s not too late to join.  Contact Terri Osborne 
(see below) or just come.  All are welcome in the 
Music Ministry! 

Please contact Terri Osborne if your child is in-
terested in being in any of these choirs, or if you 
have any questions. 

Church:  tosborne@williamsburgumc.org 

             229-1771 ext 359 

Home:  markterri@juno.com 

             220-3647 

mailto:tosborne@williamsburgumc.org
mailto:markterri@juno.com
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YOUR CHURCH COUNCIL 

Barbara Haynes, Chair of Church Council 
 

According to the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church, the purpose of the 
Church Council is to provide for planning and implementing a program of nurture, outreach, 
witness and resources in the local church.  It is also to provide for the administration of its 
organization and temporal life.  The Council is also to envision, plan, implement and annually 
evaluate the mission and ministry of the church.  The Church Council is to be amenable to 
and function as the administrative agency of the Charge Conference. 

The Church Council had a Visioning Retreat in April 2013 in order to envision the future direction of 
WUMC.  The summary report of that council retreat was published in the May 2013 issue of the Messenger. 

The 2013 Charge Conference directed the WUMC Church Council to build on the findings of that retreat. 
Church Council was to develop a vision statement that would focus on the greatest issue facing the church 
over the next five to ten years.  It would also identify three priority areas for attention by ALL work areas. 

An AD Hoc Visioning Task Force was formed in February 2014 chaired by David Lee.  The Task Force met 
seven times from February to May.  The Task Force's summary report was presented to the church council in 
August 2014.   

 

The Task Force recommended adoption of the  following vision statement: 

The vision of Williamsburg United Church is to be a thriving community of believers focused on 
openly inviting children, young adults, families and the non-affiliated into a loving relationship 
with Jesus Christ and His Church while continuing to nurture and support one another. 

Priorities: 

 Increase participation of young people and families in church life 

 Explore types and content of worship to appeal to a broader congregation 

 Provide more opportunities to strengthen the relationships among current and future 

congregants 

The Task Force also recommended that the Church Council develop a strategic plan to fulfill this 
vision. 
 

The church council voted to adopt the vision statement and to develop a strategic plan for its fulfillment 
at its August 26 meeting.  Council must now form a Strategic Planning Task Force.  

The Task Force will be composed of a group of 12-15 diverse  people.  Please indicate your desire to 
serve on the Task Force by completing the form below and placing it in the Church Council mailbox outside 
the church office. 
 

Name    

 

Phone    E-mail    
 

Church areas of activity (choir, youth group, UMM, UMW, committees, volunteering, etc.) or other areas of 
activity (school, college, work, etc.) 

 

  

 

  
 

I would be willing to chair the Task Force.  Y  ____ N  ____ 
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Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers  
go out to the families of 
those who have passed 
away during the month 

of September: 

Margie Cloaninger 
 

Zach W. Jenkins,  
nephew of Pastor Bill Jones  

 

Peggy Ann Jones,  
mother of Pastor Bill Jones 

given in memory of Owen Quinton Niehaus from 

given in memory of B. Stephen Bowmer, III from 

Memorial Giving  

 Mr. & Mrs. Jones 

 Dr. & Mrs. Don Guzzetta 

 “LORD,  
TEACH US TO PRAY” 

Bishop Cho spoke at our worship services on 
Sunday, September 14 talk about how a church 
(and remember WE are the church) should be 
“open to God’s will”.  Bishop Cho reminded us that 

1. Prayer is the foundation of our faith 

2. Faith grows as our relationship with Jesus 
Christ grows 

3. To accomplish these two we must “open 
ourselves and listen to God” 

Hopefully we are moving toward becoming a 
“prayer cognizant congregation”.  According to our 
Bishop we (the church) must “catch Christ’s vision”. 
“Catching Christ’s vision is best done by asking God 
to help us.”   

Let each of us be in prayer 
regularly for WUMC to “catch 
Christ’s vision”. 

“Lord, teach us to pray” 

(Quotations from Bishop 
Cho’s sermon) 

given in memory of Theodore Delano Putnam 
from 

 College of William & Mary, Department of  
Chemistry 

 Gary Defotis, College of William & Mary,  
Department of Chemistry 

 Mrs. Charles Krum, Jr, College of William & Mary,  
Department of Chemistry 

 The Officers & Employees of The Colonial  
Williamsburg Foundation 

 Mr. & Mrs. Otis Copley 

 Mr. & Mrs. Tony DiToto 

 Mrs. Dorothy Higbee 

 Mr. & Mrs. Ken Hook 

 Dr. & Mrs. Jerre Johnson 

 Mrs. Frances Knight 

 Mr. & Mrs. Charles L. Krum, Jr. 

 Ms. Louise T. Menges 

 Dr. & Mrs. Bob Orwoll 

 Mr. & Mrs. Wilbur Sauerbrey 

 Mr. & Mrs. Gary Smith 

 Mr. & Mrs. Charles Snapp 

 Mr. & Mrs. Doug Stitzel, Sr. 

 Mr. & Mrs. George Watson 

given in memory of Margie C. Cloaninger from 

 WUMC Fellowship SS Class 

given to the Youth program in honor of  
Mr. Andrew Glascott 

 By Mr. & Mrs. William G. Hill Sr. 

Honorarium Giving  



 

 16 

The Messenger 

A Monthly Publication of 

Williamsburg United Methodist Church  

500 Jamestown Rd., Williamsburg, VA 23185 

Church Office (757-229-1771) 

www.williamsburgumc.org 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Among the recent additions to the adult collection in our church library is A Long Way Gone:  Memoirs 
Of A Boy Soldier by Ishmael Beah.  This riveting story chronicles what war is like through the troubled eyes 
of a child soldier, how one becomes a killer and how one stops.  At age 13, having fled attacking rebels in 
Sierra Leone and wandering his ravaged country for a year, Beah, a gentle soul who loved hip hop music, 
was picked up by the government army, given drugs and an AK-47 and taught to kill.  Removed from fighting 
by UNICEF and placed in a rehabilitation center, Beah eventually found healing and new hope.  Children have 
become soldiers of choice in conflicts going on world-wide.  Now a spokesperson on the issue of child sol-
diers, Beah knows from whence he speaks when he tells people, “I believe children have the resilience to 
outlive their sufferings, if given a chance.”  Look for this book and other recent additions on display in the 
library foyer. 

For the children, our thanks go to Fran and Bob Lane for their gift of two beautiful books in honor of their 
new granddaughter, Addison Grace.  First Snow In The Woods is an enchanting tale of the changing sea-
son, illustrated with the beautiful photography of Carl Sams.  In If You Plant A Seed, children are encour-

aged, through the cycles of nature, to plant a dream, nurture it with love and pa-
tience and never give up for within that seed is an extraordinary gift.  Along with 
these books, on display in our children’s section are books celebrating Fall.  Check out 
Fall Is Here!  I Love It!; meet Leaf Man; join in Squirrel’s Fall Search; and dis-
cover How Many Seeds In A Pumpkin? 
  

“The only way to do all the things you’d like is to read.”   

--Tom Clancy 

Library News 


